
 
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Agenda Item# _11.2_ 
 
Meeting Date:  April 9, 2015  
 
Subject:  Common Core State Assessment 
 

 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading  (Action Anticipated: ______________)  
 

Background/Rationale

:  To measure students’ understanding of the state-adopted 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS), the California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress (CAASPP) for English language arts/literacy (ELA) and 
mathematics, via the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) computer-

 inform parents and the district of students’ readiness for 
success in college and the 21

st century job market. These results will be measured 
differently and cannot be compared to results from the previous CST. The CAASPP and 
the CST measure different things in different ways. Comparing results would be like 
comparing apples to oranges. This year, the CAASPP results will set a new starting 
point for student achievement against which future performances can be compared. 
 
Financial Considerations:  The administratibe . Sources of funding are a combination of the 

Common Core State funds and a foundation K-8 math grant, totaling approximately 
$4,494,395. 

 



 
LCAP Goal(s):  College and Career Ready Students; Family and Community 
Engagement 
 
Documents Attached:   
1. Executive Summary 
2. Draft CAASPP Student Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estimated Time of Presentation:  
Submitted by:  Gabe Ross, Chief Communications Officer; Olivine 

Roberts, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer; and Robin 
Martin, Director, Assessment Research & Evaluation 

Approved by:   José L. Banda, Superintendent 

Page 2 of 2 
 



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Common Core State Assessment  
April 9, 2015 
 

 
  
 

 



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Common Core State Assessment  
April 9, 2015 
 

 
  
 

 

Academic & Communications Offices 2 

IV. Goals, Objectives and Measures  
 

The district is fully committed to using multiple measures to assess the quality and effectiveness of 
the implementation of the CCSS. The fidelity of implementation will be determined via perception 
data through surveys, evaluation of professional learning, observation of instruction in the classroom, 
examination of student work, and performance on the CAASPP. All results will be used to inform 
programmatic and systematic changes.  
 

V. Major Initiatives 
 
The district has instituted a multi-faceted approach to inform and prepare stakeholders for the 
administration of the CAASPP and has identified three major components for implementation. These 
components include a focus on staff capacity building, communications and stakeholder engagement, 
and technology infrastructure. Below, the key strategies and actions for each component are 
described. 
 
Staff Capacity Building 
The district utilizes a trainer-of-trainer model for implementing mandated assessments. Designated 
coordinators from each school site are trained on how to use the state’s online assessment delivery 
system. The online assessment delivery system houses the full-suite of the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) assessments – the summative and interim assessments, the Digital 
Library formative tools, as well as the SBAC training and practice tests. Ensuring that school staff and 
students are familiar with the features and functionality of the online assessment delivery system to 
support test preparation and summative assessment is a key focus of training efforts. The 
Assessment, Research and Evaluation (AR&E) Department also provides weekly updates and 
reminders to site coordinators and principals throughout the assessment window, and coordinates 
proctor support for sites with testing. In addition, AR&E has two Technical Assessment Specialists 
who work directly with sites to facilitate development of testing schedules and rotations, run 
diagnostic checks on computers and systems used to support assessment, as well as provide proctor 
support.  
 
Communications and Stakeholder Engagement 
In preparation, the district has hosted a series of Common Core Parent Workshops to inform 
parents/guardians and community partners of the educational changes resulting from the upcoming 
administration of the CAASPP. Parents were introduced to the new assessment item types. In 
addition, they were given the opportunity to experience the test utilizing the online practice tests. 
Parents were exposed to strategies and ideas that they could use to help deep.4(A)10(AS14( a(l)4(p)10.Tc 0. 7.722 Td
(e)3(l)4(ti))4(te)1( w)1002 Tw 1222 0 Td
[(h)-164(p.4(lc -0.00)e)3(e)3(p.9j
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capacity to implement the CCSS, as well as equipped schools with instructional materials and 
resources. 
 
VII. Lessons Learned/Next Steps  
  

Moving forward, the district will take the following next steps: 
�x Use the CAASPP data to revise and amend the district’s technology readiness plan as well as 

its instructional program.  
�x Implement interim assessments via the new student assessment system.  
�x Continue to provide professional learning for leaders, teachers, and support staff that will 

deepen their ability to provide integrated instruction of the CCSS. 
�x Build upon the growing bank of electronic resources including the expansion of available units 

of study, samples of student work, and videos of instructional practice. 
�x Expand the district’s parents/stakeholders communication and engagement strategies to 

reach more parents. 
 

 



2279Juan’s Results on California’s Assessments



Juan’s score of 267 is in the Far Below Basic level on 
California’s science assessment. 

California recently adopted next generation science standards 
designed to improve science instruction and learning. New 
assessments based on these standards are being developed. 
Once in place, these new tests will not be comparable to the 
current California Science Assessments.

Juan’s Results on California’s Assessments

Juan’s Results on California’s Science Assessment

Your Guide to Juan’s California Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress (CAASPP) Score Report
California Department of Education (CDE)

A New Kind of Test for Juan; a New Kind of Report for You

The CAASPP English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics tests that Juan took in the spring are more challenging than 
California’s old tests, with content that will be needed to prepare for college and the 21st century job market. These new tests contain 
a wider variety of questions than traditional multiple-choice tests and include tasks and test items that require students to explain how 
they solve problems. The new tests allow students to demonstrate analytical writing, critical thinking, and problem solving skills along 
with their knowledge of facts in ELA and mathematics.





A Comprehensive Plan for Student Success

These new assessments are just one part of California’s comprehensive plan for high-quality teaching and learning. The plan also 
includes higher academic standards, more decision-making in the hands of schools and communities, and more resources dedicated to 
schools and students with the greatest needs. 

Gradually, California is providing more support for teachers, more resources for students and more access to technology. As a result, 
exciting changes have begun to take place. Along with reading to follow a story, students are learning to read to cite evidence and draw 
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