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‘Freedom Writer’ Erin Gruwell to screen 
new documentary at SCUSD high school 

Free event on May 13 at John F. Kennedy  

May 9, 2016 (Sacramento):  Teacher Erin Gruwell, whose work with at-risk teens was depicted in the 
ŵŽǀŝĞ�͞&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ�tƌŝƚĞƌƐ͕͟ will appear at John F. Kennedy High School on Friday, May 13, to screen a 
new documentary that tells what happened to her students after the movie was released. 

The event is free and open to the public.  

'ƌƵǁĞůů͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚĞƌ�ƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞ�150 at-ƌŝƐŬ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�>ŽŶŐ��ĞĂĐŚ�;͞dŚĞ�&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ�tƌŝƚĞrs 
�ŝĂƌǇ͟Ϳ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ϮϬ07 film starring Hilary Swank. The new documentary, "Freedom Writers: 
^ƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶ�hŶĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ�tĂƌ͕͟�follows the students from 1994 through the present day. 

In her classroom at Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, Gruwell used the writings of Anne 
Frank to help her students discover a new way of expressing themselves. Gruwell left the school in 1998 
but has kept in touch with her students. She is founder of the Freedom Writers Foundation where she 
currently teaches educators around the world how to implement her innovative lesson plans in their 
own classrooms. 

Gruwell has written two books on teaching, "Teach with Your Heart" and "The Freedom Writers Diary 
dĞĂĐŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�'ƵŝĚĞ͘Η 

 WHAT:   ͞&ƌĞĞĚŽŵ�tƌŝƚĞƌƐ͟�&ŝůŵ�^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ƌŝŶ�'ƌƵǁĞůů  

 WHEN:  6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, May 13 

 WHERE:  John F. Kennedy High School, 6715 Gloria Drive, Sacramento, CA 95831 
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